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TAGS: BEXO, ELAB, SA, IT, KS 

SUB J : AMERICAN SUBCONTRACTOR IN SAUDI ARABIA SEEKS ITALIAN LABOR 

1. SUMMARY 

AMEBASSY ROME VISITED BY AMERICAN SUBCONTRACTOR WITH SAUDI 
ARABIAN PROJECT. PURPOSE WAS TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITY OF HIRING 
ITALIAN WORKERS IN PLACE OF KOREANS ALREADY THERE AND ANTICIPATED 
FUTURE KOREAN HIRING. THOUGH ON SURFACE MATTER IS A STRAIGH 
TFORWARD SITUATION, INTERESTING AND POSSIBLY UNPRECEDENTED 
RAMIFICATIONS MAY BE RESULT. END SUMMARY. 

2. BASIC DETAILS: EMBASSY WAS VISITED MARCH 14 BY MR. E. 

TURNER OF L.E. MYERS INTERNATIONAL LTD., 550 W. JACKSON BLVD., 

CHICAGO, ILL. 60606. FIRM IS CONTRACTOR IN ELECTRICAL UTILITIES 
FIELD. TURNER IS NORMALLY BASED AT CPO BOX 144, SEOUL, KOREA. 

ACTUAL ADDRESS A1 1 15 NAMSAN VILLAGE ITAEWON, SEOUL. TELEPHONE 
793 561 1 EXT. 380. HE IS BASED IN KOREA AS RECRUITER FOR 
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LABORERS FOR WORK ON LARGE ARAMCO-SUBCONTRACTED, HIGH-VOLTAGE 
ELECTRICAL PWOWER TRANSMISSION PROJECT IN SAUDI ARABIA. THIS 
PROJECT COMPRISES 326 MILES OF LINES WITH 13 SUBSTANTIONS. 

FIRM ANTICIPATES LATER CONTRACTS FOR OVER ONE THOUSAND ADDITIONAL 
MILES. APPROXIMATELY 500 KOREAN NATIONALS ARE PRESENTLY AT WORK. 

BEING PAID DLR US 991.25 PER MONTH. WORK WEEK IS 48 HOURS. 

ALL WORK CLOTHES, LAUNDRY, RENT, FOOD, TRANSPORTATION, HEALTH 
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CARE, AND REST AND RECREATION IN ATHENS (1 WEEK PER QUARTER) 

ARE PROVIDED BEYOND BASIC WAGE. 

3. LATE IN 1976, SAUDI GOVERNMENT INFORMED COMPANY THAT 
VISAS AND WORK PERMITS WOULD NO LONGER BE ISSUED FOR KOREAN 
WORKERS HIRED BY FIRM. FIRM FEELS THAT SOME PRESSURE FROM 
KOREAN GOVERNMENT MIGHT HAVE CAUSED THIS. THAT IS. KOREAN 
FIRMS ARE ALSO INVOLVED IN BIDDING FOR CONTRACTS AND CUTTING 
OFF OF LABOR SUPPLY FOR U.S. COMPETITION COULD POSSIBLY ELIMINATE 
THIS COMPETITION. MR. TURNER WAS NOT INCLUNED TO DISCUSS 
DETAILS. PROJECT IS IN EARLY STAGES AND APPROXIMATELY 1,000 
ADDITIONAL WORKERS ARE EXPECTED TO BE NEEDED, THOUGH ONLY 400-500 
AT ANY ONE TIME. 

4. FIRM'S CHICAGO HEADQUARTERS INSTRUCTED TURNER TO VISIT 
TAIWAN AND ITALY IN SEARCH OF LABORERS. AMEMBASSY ROME HAS 
DISCUSSED SITUATION WITH TURNER AND POSSIBILITIES HERE SEEM 
GOOD. TURNER HAS GONE TEMPORARILY TO SAUDI ARABIA BUT 
EXPECTS TO RETURN TO ROME SHORTLY. HE WILL THEN MEET WITH GOI 
LABOR MINISTRY OFFICE WHICH EXISTS FOR JUST SUCH AN OPERATION, 

THAT IS, RECRUITMENT OF LABORERS FOR WORK ABROAD AND ASSISTANCE 
TO FIRMS IN COMPLYING WITH STRINGENT ITALIAN 

LABOR LAWS. ALTHOUGH EMBASSY CANNOT PREDICT WHETHER HIRING 
OPERATION WILL BEGIN, THE QUESTIONS THIS RAISES ABOUT COOPERATION 
IN THE MID-EAST ARE PROVICATIVE. ALSO, THIS IS GOOD OPPORTUNITY 
TO RETURN PETRODOLLARS TO ITALY. 

5. NO ACTION REQUIRED OR REQUESTED.BEAUDRY 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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